
Vision Statement
“Living the Journey, Sharing the Story”

 
Purposes of Fairhaven Church 

Worship: Loving God back 
Community: Experiencing life together 

Equipping: Enabling transformation 
Serving: Caring for others 

Outreach: Calling others to Jesus

Every year as we cross the threshold of a new 
year, there is a sense of awe and thankfulness for 
the past year.  Transformation is happening in the 
life of our church family.  We are seeing a greater 
interest in being community-focused and a greater 
awareness for “Reaching 2.”  There’s a greater sense of 
community and fellowship, a greater heart of service, 
and a greater commitment in giving.  As the articles 
on the following pages demonstrate, we see a greater 
number of people thirsting for transformation.  God is 
continuing to build His church within us.

In this booklet, you will find year-end financial 
figures that demonstrate that God was very gracious 
in providing all of our needs.  Our income exceeded 
our expenses by over $45,000.  Our 2006 actual 
spending was held below our budget projection which 
speaks to good stewardship.  You will also see that our 

budget for 2007 is an 8% increase over 2006.  Our 
vision is increasing as we imagine what God wants to 
do here at Fairhaven.

Though I am filled with awe and thankfulness for 
2006, I look ahead to 2007 with a sense of excitement 
and wonder.  I am convinced that we need to 
“Imagine.”  We need to imagine what God will do for 
us, in us and through us!  Let’s imagine together!

Living the Journey, Sharing the Story,

David Smith
Senior Pastor



2007 BUDGET SUMMARY

Worship & Fine Arts

Caring/Fellowship/Men

International Min/Local Outreach

Christian Education/Women/Seniors

General Operations

Personnel

Non-Operating

Sub-Total

Mortgage Principal

Capital Investments

Reserve

Total Budget

2006 Budget

$160,000

$22,750

$442,190

$140,880

$455,449

$1,604,262

$213,633

$3,039,164

$78,336

$25,000

$20,000

$3,162,500

2007 Budget

$210,100

$29,850

$477,565

$157,175

$495,830

$1,681,450

$210,298

$3,262,168

$83,332

$45,000

$25,000

$3,415,500

$50,000

$7,100

$35,375

$16,295

$40,381

$77,188

-$3,335

$223,004

$4,996

$20,000

$5,000

$253,000

Operating Fund Income

Worship

Caring

World Evangelism

Christian Education

General Operations

Personnel

Non-Operating Expenses

Total Expenses

Mortgage Principal Pmt.

Asset Purchases (>$500)

Reserve

Total Expenditures

Actual

$3,207,949.53

$196,500.84

$17,216.81

$431,012.91

$112,492.04

$493,280.58

$1,591,408.74

$220,723.04

$3,062,634.94

$78,333.36

$11,227.03

$8,333.35

$3,160,528.68

Variance

$45,449.53

$36,500.84

-$5,533.19

-$11,177.09

-$28,387.96

$37,831.56

-$12,853.26

$7,089.04

$23,469.94

-$2.64

-$13,772.97

-$11,666.65

-$1,972.32

Budget

$3,162,500.00

$160,000.00

$22,750.00

$442,190.00

$140,880.00

$455,449.00

$1,604,261.00

$213,634.00

$3,039,164.00

$78,336.00

$25,000.00

$20,000.00

$3,162,500.00

2006 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

*

* Based on projected savings in other ministries and accounts, expenditures and equipment acquisitions were approved.



2006 STATISTICS

56  Baptized

84  New Members

13  Short-term Missions Trips involving 220 Fairhaven people

592  Salvations
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2007 BUDGET SUMMARY



How One Woman’s Journey to Truth 
Ended at a Fairhaven Altar

“You can not believe in Jesus and be Jewish. Belief 
in Jesus is forbidden in our family.” 

From the time Karen Martin can remember, these 
were the words she heard from her parents and family 
members. As a young girl growing up in a Jewish home 
in New York, Karen participated in many traditional 
Jewish events, like attending synagogue on the holidays 
and going to Hebrew school three days a week. She 
even remembers the stories her grandparents would 
tell about surviving the holocaust as prisoners in a 
Nazi concentration camp. Some of her family, her 
grandparents explained, never returned home from 
these barbaric places.

While extremely sympathetic to her family’s 
persecution and respectful of the faith that had been 
passed down, Karen recalls having lots of questions 
about the things she was learning from her family and 
in Hebrew school. Unfortunately, answers were elusive 
and often not very clear. “The response was that this 



FROM JUDAISM TO JESUS

was just the way things were, and that is what I needed 
to believe,” she reflects.

Years later Karen married Duane and, over time, 
the two hit a rocky point in their relationship. Duane 
had been accepted into law school at the University of 
Dayton and was making plans to move to Ohio from 
New York. Karen, however, wasn’t totally certain she 
was going to come with him. In the providence of 
God, Duane “happened upon” a job advertisement as 
a medical social worker at Miami Valley Hospital and 
convinced Karen to send in her resume. 

“After going to my interview at Miami Valley there 
was something pulling me in the direction to move 
to Dayton. They offered me the job and we moved to 
Ohio together,” she states.

It was during her duties at the hospital that Karen 
met Sharon Guenther, an active member of Fairhaven, 
who invited Karen and Duane to several events at 
Fairhaven, including the Christmas Concert in 2004. “I 

knew Sharon was a Christian,” Karen says, “but at that 
time I didn’t know what that meant.”

After the Christmas concert of 2004, Karen and 
Duane began attending Fairhaven regularly. They were 
also pregnant at that time with their daughter, Brooke, 
and made a pivotal decision to raise their daughter in 
the church. After making this choice, Karen began 
a quest to learn about Christianity and to decide for 
herself what she actually believed.

Duane and Karen began attending an Alpha class, 
where Duane accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Savior. Although happy for Duane and noticing a 
change in him over time, Karen still faced a lot of 
unanswered questions. 

“I would have conversations with Sharon and 
Duane and did not know what was holding me back 
except that I felt a lot of guilt for going back on what I 
had been taught my whole life.”

About this time Pam Walker, now a staff member 

of Fairhaven, gave Karen a book entitled, “Betrayed,” 
written by Stan Telchin. “I went home and read the 
book in one night,” she says.

The book chronicles the life of a young Jewish 
woman who made the decision that Jesus was the 
Messiah and accepts him has her Lord and Savior. 
Upon telling her parents this news, her mom and dad 
set out to prove her wrong, but ended up believing that 
Jesus Christ was, indeed, who He said He was.

“I reread the book several times and went through 
it with my Bible and a copy of the Old Testament I had 
from childhood,” Karen notes. “I spent a lot of time 
trying to answer my questions and crying about what I 
was afraid to lose.”

In the end, after participating in a Fairhaven 
community group, hours of studying the Old Testament 
and many conversations with her husband and friends, 
the Holy Spirit spoke to her heart. She had to make a 
decision.

“The more I went through and saw things in the 
Old Testament that talked about Jesus, the more it 
became clear. I once heard that Jewish people are so 
knowledgeable in the Old Testament but are missing 
the picture. That was it for me. I was missing the big 
picture.”

After months of study and prayer, Karen realized 
she was not going to lose anything, but would instead 
be gaining the answers to her many years of questions. 
During a Fairhaven communion service in November 
of 2006, Karen walked forward and made a decision 
that has transformed her life: She accepted Jesus as her 
Messiah – the one who came to reconcile her with God 
and give her eternal life just by believing in Him.

“I took a leap of faith,” she concludes. “It came 
down to me making a decision I think I had already 
known in my heart for a long time.”



NO LONGER “PLAYING THE GAME”

We recently sat down with Joe Baird and talked 
with him about how God had been transforming his 
life over the past several months.  What follows is his 
story:

I made a decision my senior year in High School 
to follow Christ, but that was as far as it went.  I had 
grown up in the church.  I knew exactly what to 
do, what to say and how to act.  I had all the head 
knowledge about who Jesus was, but my heart was 
far from God.  Even as an adult, I was going through 
the motions as a Christian.  I filled my life with other 
things.  I stayed busy doing lots of stuff - that was 
the way I dealt with the spiritual emptiness I felt.   It 
affected me, my family, and my marriage.   This went 
on for a long, long time.  I just didn’t want to deal with 
it, even though I believe God was trying to get my 
attention for years.  

My family and I came to Fairhaven about eight 
years ago.  I had grown up in a very fundamental, 

legalistic church.  When we came to Fairhaven, I could 
see the freedom people had in their worship and their 
relationship with God.  There was a huge difference 
between them and what I was experiencing.  I could 
see that there was a genuine desire for God that I knew 
I didn’t have.   I thought, “Man, I’d like to have that.”  
I knew it was missing in my life.  For example, I did  
devotions, but never with any consistency or meaning.  
I was doing it just to satisfy a list.  I would occasionally 
read the Bible in the morning, but by the time I got out 
to my car I would forget what I read.  I would do it just 
to say to myself, “I did it.”  

Through a series of my own bad choices, God 
recently brought me to a point where I was really 
burdened about a lot of things.   I was brought to a 
place where I knew I had to make a decision about 
my relationship with God.  I needed to step across the 
line for my own good and for my family.  For several 
days, as I wrestled with this decision, I experienced 

spiritual warfare that was unbelievable.  I’ve never 
experienced anything like it in my life.  I was physically 
exhausted.  There was a battle raging over this decision 
to surrender my whole life to Jesus Christ as Lord.   I 
was wrestling with the bad choices I had made in the 
past.  I was thinking about how many years I had been 
playing this game.  I was wrestling with what people 
would think about me.  “Everybody thinks I’m okay,” I 
thought.  I kept going back and forth.

Finally, one Tuesday afternoon, I got in my car 
and drove to the church to see if David Smith was in 
his office.  I pulled around in the staff parking lot and 
I could see David through his window by himself.  I 
gathered myself up the best I could and walked into 
his office.   He knew what was going on.  Jean, my 
wife, had spoken to him and let him know I was really 
struggling.  He had tried to touch base with me but we 
hadn’t connected.  There in his office, I just fell apart.  
I said, “I can’t do this anymore.”  I went through the 

whole process of what had happened over the years 
and just laid it out before God.  We just got on our 
knees and prayed for a long, long time. When I walked 
out of that office, I was a free man--totally different.  I 
thought, “What took me so long?”  Why had I ignored 
it year after year?  My head and my heart had been 
hard, and I’m amazed that God didn’t just give up on 
me.   Thank the Lord, he continued to pursue me.  He 
says, “Hey, you’re one of mine.  You’re not going to get 
away.”  

I know that up until that night in David’s office, 
I had never really given Jesus lordship over my life.  I 
never took that next step that needed to be taken.  I 
was doing it in the flesh for so many years and I filled 
my life with everything else.   I just ignored God.  
Spiritually, I continued to fail, which was hard for me 
and hard for my wife.  She knew the real story.  She 
knew what was going on.   I feel terrible that it took me 
that long to get where I needed to be both for her sake 



One Man’s Journey From Superficiality  
to Genuine Spiritual Commitment

and for my family’s sake.  I know I can’t do anything 
about that.  I have to look at the future and press 
onward.  

I’ve shared this with different people, and the 
reaction has been great.  No one has said, “Gee, you’ve 
been faking it all these years?”  Instead, the feedback 
I’m getting from other believers is that we’re all on 
this journey together.  That’s what the Body of Christ 
is all about.  To encourage one another, share those 
experiences, and build each other up.  I told Jean, “I 
can’t help but tell people about it.”  I have this great 
desire to share what God has done in my life.  

David gave me a book called, Devotional Classics.  
I read the Bible and that book and it’s been like a 
bull’s-eye on me.  As I’m doing that every day, I find my 
whole daily thought process is different now.  I actually 
remember what I read.  I come back to it at the end of 
the day and write index cards and notes.  I think about 
it during the day.  I’m reading the Bible, re-reading it 

and thinking about it. It’s been a great Christmas and 
New Year and we’re looking forward to what’s ahead.  

I sit and think about the years behind me and why 
I waited.  I can’t tell you why, other than pride or ego.  
That has been part of the battle over the years.  God 
had to bring me to a point where he said, “You have a 
decision to make-- what are you going to do?”
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2007 KEY DATES

JUL

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

01
JAN 7 Communion/Guest Reception

12-15 Jr. High Retreat

4 Communion/Guest Reception

10 Valentine Banquet

11 Baby Dedication

11-13 Staff Retreat

16-19 H. School Ski Trip

3-7 Missions Conference/ 

 Ohio Valley District Conference

10 ChoralFest

11 Communion/Guest Reception

18 Baptism

1 Guest Reception/Passover Meal

1-7 Jr. High MissionsTrip

5 Maundy Thursday

7 Easter Egg Hunt/ 

 Men’s Breakfast

8 Easter

9 Gov. Bd Meeting

24-26 Exec. Staff Retreat

6 Communion/Reception

13 Baby Dedication/Mother’s Day

22-27 C & MA General Council

3 Communion/Guest Reception

10 Baptism

16 Nyack Graduation

17 New Members/Father’s Day

17-24 Jr. High Missions Trip

27-30 Kentucky Kingdom

1 Communion/Guest Reception

9-13 Basketball & Soccer Camps

16-20 Martial Arts & Cheerleading Camps

22-31 E Team Missions Trip

5 Communion/Guest Reception

12 Baptism

2 Communion/Guest Reception

16 Baby Dedication/Prayer Summit

30 Fall Series Begins

7 Communion/Guest Reception

21 Baptism

4 Communion/Guest Reception

9-12 Global Impact Weekend

18 Baby Dedication

21 Thanksgiving Eve Service

25 Lights at Whipp

29, 30 Christmas Concerts

1, 2 Christmas Concerts

9 Communion/Guest Reception

11 Staff Christmas Caroling to Shut-Ins

13 Staff Christmas Dinner

16 Children’s Christmas Theatre


