
Three years ago Marge Shaver had just moved from New York to Ohio. She had time on her hands and nursing home 
residents in her heart. Today, her passion for those residents has grown into the Sonshiners Ministry at Fairhaven. 
“Ministering to people in nursing homes is a wonderful experience,” says Marge. “ You are really able to touch them 
in a spiritual way. As they reach the end of their lives, they’re much more open to the message of the Gospel.”

The Sonshiners hold a church service once a month at Brighton Gardens, along with a monthly hymn sing. There is also 
a weekly sing-a-long for the Alzheimer ward. Marge smiles warmly and says, “It is amazing to see people who can’t 
remember their own name join in the singing of The Old Rugged Cross. You can see on their faces how the song takes 
them back in time.”

Mary Jane Lange, another Sonshiner volunteer, speaks of the blessing of serving, “I look forward to going and just 
hugging them. You leave feeling very blessed, knowing the Lord has touched them through you.”

Recently, the Sonshiner Ministry found itself with a unique problem. They had more volunteers than they could use at 
Brighton Gardens. Marge began looking into other opportunities and came up empty handed. The group had planned 
a meeting for Monday night to discuss and pray for additional opportunities. The Friday before the meeting God 
answered their prayers and now the Sonshiners also ministering at the Sanctuary at Wilmington. 

Currently, there are 23 volunteers from Fairhaven faithfully serving the residents at Brighten Gardens and the Sanctuary 
at Wilmington. As doors continue opening, they’re looking for those who would open their hearts as volunteers to walk  
on this journey of faith. No experience or particular skills are necessary. Just a desire to serve and a willingness to be 
faithful. For more information or to get involved contact Karen Morningstar at Ext. 142 in the church offi ce.

In addition to the Sonshiners, Fairhaven also has the V-Team, a group of volunteers that visit and minister to Fairhaven 
shut-ins. Each volunteer is assigned a person that they visit at least once a month and call throughout the month.  
Below, Kris Bellin shares one of her experiences.

God’s Perfect Timing...
I have been chosen to minister to a wonderful, godly woman named Betty who lives at Bethany Village. Through my 
meetings I have come to know her and have enjoyed our visits as she shares with me her life experiences. Betty and I 
connected right away as we exchanged stories, and talked about family events and life in general.  I always prayed for 
her before I left and was truly blessed when the last time I visited she prayed for me.  

I own the Packaging Store and also rent U-Haul trucks. Bethany Village is one of my customers and they had rented a 
truck. We received a call from them that the truck would not start and they could not get it back.  I called the breakdown 
in and assumed it would be towed in the morning. That evening my husband and I drove past the store and  saw what I 
thought was the truck Bethany had rented.  I stressed through the evening that I had called the wrong truck in and that 
the truck at Bethany was still sitting, waiting to be fi xed. I decided to drive past Bethany in the morning to see if 
the truck was there or not. Stopping by would also give me an opportunity to visit with Betty.

The next morning I headed to Bethany Village, but didn’t see the truck. I had a long, busy day ahead of me and 
wondered if I should stop to visit Betty or not. I decided to stop in and on my way to see her I was told that Hank had 
passed away during the night. As I walked in, there Betty sat, very quiet and dazed.  “How did you hear?’ she asked.  
“I didn’t,” I said. “God brought me here.”  We talked and I prayed.  It wasn’t long, but it was enough for her to know that 
God loved her, loved her so much He brought a friend in her time of need. This is what serving a great and mighty God 
is all about.  
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